Effective immediately, all students must be up-to-date on immunizations as defined by CDC to gain or continue access to NC AHEC student housing. You are up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines when you have received all doses in the primary series and all boosters recommended for you, when eligible.
· Vaccine recommendations are different depending on your age, the vaccine you first received, and time since last dose.
· Learn more about COVID-19 vaccine recommendations specifically for people who are moderately or severely immunocompromised.

All students must complete their vaccine series 14 days before arriving at NC AHEC student housing. You will be asked to attest to this as part of your application process and you should be prepared to present, upon request, evidence of immunization for COVID-19. Students that cannot provide such evidence, or who provide fraudulent documentation, will be asked to immediately vacate AHEC housing. Your school will be notified and any future requests for AHEC student housing may not be approved.
Please consider the above requirements before submitting your application. You are not required to use AHEC housing, and you can cancel any existing housing request (at least 5 days prior to your housing arrival) through your online MYAHEC account. Some regional AHECs may have additional requirements or may recognize exceptions to this requirement. The local AHEC will notify you of any exception or additional requirements or documentation once your application has been received but all students should be prepared to show proof of vaccination or exception prior to arriving to your housing location.
NC AHEC recognizes that its COVID policy may not align with the practice sites in which students are assigned for their clinical learning experience. Because AHEC housing is mostly group housing, we must consider the risk of outbreaks and clusters and take extra precautions to prevent and minimize spread. Some differences/exceptions may apply if regional housing is at capacity, in units with single versus shared bedrooms, and/or in units with single versus shared living spaces. 
For the latest COVID-19 information in NC, go to https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/covid19
NC AHEC expects and relies on students in housing to continue making good decisions in support of one another and the overall health of the community. Please remember:

A. If you have symptoms of the COVID-19 virus or have a known COVID-19 exposure, please be considerate of others.
· If you have symptoms, notify your school's student health office immediately and follow their guidelines. We recommend that you review and understand the language of your health plan, since host institutions often do not provide coverage for the expenses students may incur during the evaluation or treatment of an acute illness.
· If you need to cancel your housing request, notify the AHEC as soon as possible (you/your school will not be charged for the cancellation)
B. If you were exposed to COVID-19, please follow recommended precautions, including recommendations for post-exposure testing. 
C. If you test positive for COVID-19, you must leave AHEC housing as soon as possible. 
· See current CDC guidelines for how to determine the proper isolation timeframe. In general:
· if you test positive for COVID-19, you should leave AHEC housing and isolate for 5 days from the date of symptom onset or the date you tested if you do not have symptoms. 
· if you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you may return to AHEC housing but are encouraged to continue wearing a mask around others, including roommates, for 5 additional days. 
· If you need to cancel your housing request, notify the AHEC as soon as possible (you/your school will not be charged for the cancellation)

Students whose clinical experiences are cancelled are expected to cancel their housing application immediately. If the student is already on-site, we ask that you vacate as soon as feasibly possible.
Take responsibility for preventing the spread of COVID-19 in YOUR student housing. AHEC housing is cleaned monthly but this is insufficient to prevent the current virus. Students should:
· Bring Lysol, Clorox, disinfectant wipes, etc. with you.
· Wipe surface areas, tables, door handles, light switches, sinks, etc. on a daily basis.
 
If you test positive or have significant exposure to COVID-19 while staying in AHEC housing or contract the virus within two weeks after leaving AHEC housing, notify the local AHEC Housing coordinator immediately. They will collect more information and share with AHEC leadership to determine next steps. Local AHECs comply with the latest state reporting guidelines and current housemates may also be informed.
For the latest COVID-19 information, go to https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/covid19

